
A Plethora of Activities To Accompany Any Novel/Text  

(besides Q&A) 

1.Quizizz (quizizz.com): self-paced or whole class auto-graded quizzes 
1.Similar to Kahoot, but on individual devices 

2.Excellent analytics/data 
3. Can email participants/parents directly from results screen 
4. Integrates with Google Classroom 

2. Reverse Charades:  
1. Students are in teams, send 1 person up front.   
2. Teacher writes phrase/sentence from story on whiteboard & shows to team 
3. Only person up front can talk 
4. Team acts out phrase/sentence from story. 

3. EdPuzzle (edpuzzle.com):   

1. Take (almost) any video & insert questions/commentaries within videos 
1. System auto grades objective questions 
2. Quick to grade 
3. Good analytics automatically generated 

2. Must have app to use site on phones/tablets; no app needed for computers 
3. Integrates with Google Classroom 

4. FlipGrid (flipgrid.com):   

1. Super smooth & easy video recording/response/feedback tool 
2. Collects all the work in one spot! 
3. Can design custom rubrics 
4. App required for phones/tablets; no app needed for computers  

5. Quizlet (quizlet.com)  

1. Individual… but my favorite is Quizlet Live! (free, but only available in the 
teacher accounts) 

2. 3 ways to design sets: 
1. word level:  TL—>English (vice versa) 
2. context:  Sentences from story, take key vocab out 
3. question/answer:  Q&A from story 

3. Many study tool options, even in the free version 
4. App available, but not required 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6. Gimkit (gimkit.com) 

1. Designed by a current high school student 
2. Cost ~$8 month 
3. HANDS DOWN my students’ favorite 
4. Easily coordinates with Quizlet!! 

1. Make a question set in Quizlet 
2. Copy/paste into Gimkit 

5. Can use as an assignment 
6. Outstanding analytics  

7. Who said it?:   

1. Teacher pulls quotes from story 
2. Students identify who said them—can also add to whom they were said 

8. Four corners 

1. Post signs with a/b/c/d in each of four corners 
2. Project four options 
3. Students move to the corner that corresponds with their choices. 

9. Picture sequence:   

1. Use pictures/screenshots 
2. Students match text to pictures and/or narrate pictures 
3. Put pics in order (listening task)  

10. Spoons (tinyurl.com/how2spoons) 

1. Vocabulary matching game 
1. Can print from Quizlet 
2. One card per term, plus its mate (can be TL/English, Q&A, etc.) 
3. Make pairs before others do  

11. Marker/Beanie Baby Grab 

1. Teacher preps true/false statements 
2. Students in pairs with 1 beanie baby per pair 
3. Teacher reads statement 

1. Students race to grab beanie baby if statement is true; hands off if it’s 
false 

2. 1 point per correct answer; -1 for false positive  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12.Running Dictation:  
1.Teacher posts text excerpts 
2.Students in teams of 2-3 run/relay to create a copy of the text 
3.Can use text for follow up activities 

13.Whiteboard illustration/Play doh recreation (non-linguistic 
representations) 

1. Students recreate scenes by drawing or sculpting 
2. Play doh packs are cheap at Costco right now as Halloween favors 

 

14.“Graphic Novel” 
1. Illustrate scenes from story/screenshot 
2. Put in slides 

1. Add dialogue/captions 
2. Can print 4+/page 

15. T.A.L.K. protocol (tinyurl.com/TALKrubric) 

16.Connect to film/music 

17. Compare communities—- 

1. Teacher prepares terms/events/ideas on strips of paper 
2. Students plot the strips on Venn Diagram made with Hula Hoops 

18.Puzzles 
1. Vocube 
2. Crossword 

1. Clues can be TL/L1, fill in blank, or Q&A 

19. Listening Dictation (FREE at TpT tinyurl.com/ListeningDict) 

20. Student actors/Readers’ Theater 

21. Strip Bingo (tinyurl.com/StripBingo) 

22. Find the errors 

1. Teacher prepares version of the text with factual errors. 
2. Students read text and find/correct errors  

23.Booksnaps (tinyurl.com/booksnaps) 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24.Vocab Battle Royale (tinyurl.com/ydym5rcj) 

1. Teacher prepares at least 1 flashcard per student  
2. Put students in groups of ~4, each with a flashcard 
3. Each group also gets a deck of playing cards 
4. Put flashcards face up so all in group can see 
5. Dealer starts dealing out cards to group members 

1. One by one 
2. Face up 
3. Pairs ignite the battle 

1. Students who have a pair showing race to call out their 
opponent’s flashcard answer 

2. Winner gets all the cards that have been dealt, including 
previous winnings of other players  

25. Textivate (textivate.com) [paid subscription] 
1. Enter one chunk of text, set up classes 
2. Click “Textivate” & system automatically generates dozens of 

self-grading activities  
  

26.Walk & Talk 
1. Students are assigned a topic to discuss/questions to answer 
2. Pair up 
3. Students head out on a walk to discuss topic, then return to 

class 
4. Excellent source of questions [purchase]: (tinyurl.com/

MartinaDiscussion) 

27.Textivities [purchase] (tinyurl.com/textivities) 

28.Many more here (tinyurl.com/MartinaStory)

Martina Bex:  martinabex.com  
Arianne Dowd:  https://
discoveringci.wordpress.com 
Alison Wienhold: http://
misclaseslocas.blogspot.com 

Kara Jacobs:  http://www.ceauthres.com 
Kristy Placido:  http://kplacido.com 
Carrie Toth:    http://somewheretoshare.com  
Fluency Matters:  https://fluencymatters.com/
blog/ 

Blogs to follow: 
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